
         

Understanding the Water-Energy-Food Nexus and its Implications for Governance 
Scientific Forum, 15.-17.06.2016 Osnabrück, Germany 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS FOR EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS 

Water, food and energy security are inter-related, but these linkages are seldom understood and even less 
often acted upon in the development of governance strategies. The relevance of the connections between 
them for securing basic services under conditions of change and the functioning of ecosystems has not 
been explored systematically. As a result, siloed strategies continue to prevail, degrading and wasting 
natural resources, reproducing unequal access, with adverse, long-term impacts on the environment and 
reduced socio-ecological resilience.  

The scientific forum “Understanding the Water-Energy-Food Nexus and its Implications for Governance“ will 
address challenges and key research gaps in dealing with the WEF nexus. It is sponsored by the German 
Science Foundation (DFG). Special attention will be devoted to supporting exchange between senior and 
early career researchers to nurture the establishment of an interdisciplinary community of WEF nexus 
scholars. Later this year (October 2016) we will organize an Academy that will provide a platform for 
developing promising research proposals related to the WEF nexus to be submitted to DFG.  

According to these objectives early career researchers1 are invited to actively contribute to one of the 
workshops. Abstracts can be submitted to one of the following themes, whereas we are also open for new 
analytical and empirical takes on the WEF Nexus: 

• Integrated Modelling and complex interdependencies 
• Governance analysis and innovative governance instruments  
• Assessment of risks affecting security in the nexus 
• Network approaches to study the nexus 
• Social-ecological systems and unsustainability traps 
• Typical nexus “syndromes” (e.g. Biofuels, Large Dams) 
• The role of ecosystem services in understanding and governing the nexus  
• Socio-technical systems as leverage points for sustainability transformation 
• The role of the nexus in implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

Abstracts submitted should not exceed 500 words and should be designed as a contribution for a workshop 
session of the conference. Please indicate as well the topic and (expected) date of completion of your PhD 
thesis. Submitted abstracts will be reviewed by the scientific committee of the conference. The final date 
for submission is March, 15th 2016 (10 pm CET).  

One product of the forum will be a special issue in an international scientific journal. The forum is also 
supported by the Sustainable Water Future Program (SWFP) a core research program linked to the global 
change program Future Earth. The forum will offer an opportunity to become actively engaged in SWFP 
that is currently establishing its international research network. 

Requests for further information should be directed to the organizing committee (Prof. Claudia Pahl-Wostl, 
Prof. Antje Bruns, Dr. Anik Bhaduri) via the following Email: wef@uni-osnabrueck.de. Consult the 
conference webpage for registration and abstract submission - www.wef.uni-osnabrueck.de.  
                                                           
1 Researchers who are in their final PhD or early PostDoc phase 
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