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Discussion Minutes 
 
B3 – The Role of the Nexus in the Implementation of the SDGs 
 
Chair:  Claudia Pahl-Wostl 
Speakers: Joseph Alcamo, Holger Hoff, Joyeeta Gupta, Max Spiegelberg, Holm Voigt 
Minutes: Holm Voigt 
 

Presentation notes: 

Overarching questions to be discussed:  
• Does the WEF Nexus capture the most important linkages among SDGs regarding the need 

for integrated implementation to realize the claimed targets associated with each goal? 
• At which level could/should a WEF Nexus perspective support the implementation of the 

SDGs? 
• What are the most important research gaps regarding an improved understanding of the role 

of the nexus in the implementation of the SDGs? 
 

Holger Hoff - Science-policy dialogues for a nexus approach to SDG implementation 
The SDGs are a "declaration of interdependence", various goals are heavily interlinked. These 
interlinkages need to be understood to create more synergies than tradeoffs. Furthermore Science-
Policy Dialogues need an entry point for nexus mainstreaming. Currently this door is the water door 
in most of the cases. 
 

Joe Alcamo - Trade-offs between sustainable development goals: Towards a general systems 
approach 
The presentation provided an overview of tools to achieve more synergies than trade-offs with both, 
the WEF Nexus and the SDG implementation: critical linkages/feeback and synergy analysis/ cross 
impact matrix/integrated modelling are proposed as a consecutive toolbox. 
 

Max Spiegelberg - The sustainable Development Goals in WEF nexus publications  
Scientific publications of the past 5 years regarding the WEF-Nexus fall more into the realm of the 
SDGs on water and energy, less so of food, climate change and consumption & production. WEF-
Nexus policy papers are more widely connected. Gender & Women, Cities and Education seem 
generally underrepresented. 
 

Holm Voigt - Crops, Cash and Capacities - A WEF Nexus "Showcase" from the Aral Sea Basin  
Interconnected Issues need to be assessed inter/transdisciplinary, however the institutional 
dimension needs more attention. Accordingly scientists and decision makers need to be able to 
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understand various other disciplines which stresses the need for balanced disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary education for the next generation. 
 

Joyeeta Gupta - The role of the WEF nexus in the implementation of the SDGs: Critical and 
constructive thoughts 
 There are various Nexus interpretations; one of the mainstreams is rather neo liberal. Does the WEF 
nexus capture all relevant links? Does it not miss the link with 
land/health/industry/gender/poverty/climate change etc? Does the WEF nexus focus more on 
optimization of resource use rather than on incorporating stakeholder perceptions? Law needs to be 
incorporated into the Nexus 

 

General Discussion: 

• Are the United Nations the appropriate body to implement SDGs .... in any way they are the 
legitimate body  

• What is the positive aspect of the SDG with regard to solve WEF Nexus problems?  
• We need to change the fact that money decides who participates in the SDG implemenation 

process  
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